Giving as an Act of Worship %‘?NNAX‘&‘EEHS‘

October 31 & November 1, 2026

Giving becomes worship when God has my
before He has my gift.

2 Corinthians 8:4-5 (NLT)

They begged us again and again for the privilege of sharing in the gift
for the believers in Jerusalem. They even did more than we had hoped,
for their first action was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just as
God wanted them to do.

Remember:
Generosity makes no sense until | understand

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (NLT)

Now | want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his
kindness has done through the churches in Macedonia. They are being
tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled
with abundant joy, which has overflowed in rich generosity. For | can
testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. And
they did it of their own free will. They begged us again and again for the
privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. They even
did more than we had hoped, for their first action was to give themselves
to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to do.

Remember:
Generosity doesn’t begin when | have more; it begins when God
has

Generous Worship Happens Only When I:

n myself to God before | give something to God.

2 Corinthians 8:5 (NLT)
They even did more than we had hoped, for their first action was to give
themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to do.

Remember:
God doesn’t need my money, but He wants my

Matthew 6:21 (NLT)
Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.

Question:
If somebody saw only how | use my resources, what would they
conclude matters to me?



Every time | give, | remind my heart:
“Money isn’t my God. Possessions aren’t my security.
‘More’ isn’t my master. is Lord.”

Romans 12:1 (NLT)

And so, dear brothers and sisters, | plead with you to give your bodies
to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and
holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to
worship him.

Remember:
The greatest gift | can put in God’s hands is .

n use what God has placed in
my hands.

2 Corinthians 8:2 (NLT)
They are being tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they
are also filled with abundant joy, which is overflowed in rich generosity.

Remember:
If | wait until generosity is
| will never become generous.

2 Corinthians 8:12 (NLT)
Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly.
And give according to what you have, not what you don’t have.

Remember:
God isn’t asking me to give what | don’t have. He is asking me what
I’'m doing with what |

1 Kings 17:12 (NLT)

But she said, “I swear by the LORD your God that | don’t have a single
piece of bread in the house. And | have only a handful of flour left in the
jar and a little cooking oil in the bottom of the jug. | was just gathering a
few sticks to cook this last meal, and then my son and | will die.”

1 Kings 17:14 (NLT)

For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: “There will always be
flour and olive oil left in your containers until the time when the LORD
sends rain and the crops grow again!”

1 Kings 17:15 (NLT)
So she did as Elijah said, and she and Elijah and her family continued to
eat for many days.

Remember:
Faithfulness begins with what God has already placed in my
— not what | wished He had placed there.



Question:
has God already placed in my hands?

1 Peter 4:10 (NLT)
God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts.
Use them well to serve one another.

n giving as an opportunity, not an obligation.

2 Corinthians 8:3-4 (NLT)

For | can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far
more. And they did it of their own free will. They begged us again and
again for the privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem.

Remember:
Generosity changes when | stop asking, “What am | losing?”
and start asking, “What do | get to be a ?”

Philippians 4:17 (NLT)
| don’t say this because | want a gift from you. Rather, | want you to
receive a reward for your kindness.

Acts 20:35 (NLT)

“And | have been a constant example of how you can help those in need
by working hard. You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus:

‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

Remember:
Giving isn’t something God wants from me; it’s something God
wants

n what Jesus gave for me.

2 Corinthians 8:9 (NLT)

You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could
make you rich.

Remember:
Christian generosity doesn’t begin with what | give God; it begins
with what gave me.

John 3:16 (NLT)
For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.

Romans 8:32 (NLT)
Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all,
won'’t he also give us everything else?



Remember:
The cross turns giving from an obligation into a

Remember:
I can’t repay Jesus for the cross, but | can respond to His
generosity with

1 John 4:19 (NLT)
We love each other because he loved us first.

Philippians 4:19 (NLT)
And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from
his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus.

Remember:
I will never God who gave Himself for me.

Final Challenge:
“God, what am | holding too tightly for You to use?”

(example: money, family, retirement, occupation, education, etc.)
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They begged us again and again for the privilege of sharing in the gift
for the believers in Jerusalem. They even did more than we had hoped,
for their first action was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just as
God wanted them to do.

Remember:
Generosity makes no sense until lunderstandw o r s h i p .

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (NLT)

Now | want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his
kindness has done through the churches in Macedonia. They are being
tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled
with abundant joy, which has overflowed in rich generosity. For | can
testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. And
they did it of their own free will. They begged us again and again for the
privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. They even
did more than we had hoped, for their first action was to give themselves
to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to do.
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Generosity doesn’t begin when | have more; it begins when God
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Generous Worship Happens Only When I:

n G i v _e myselfto God before | give something to God.

2 Corinthians 8:5 (NLT)
They even did more than we had hoped, for their first action was to give
themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to do.
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God doesn’t need my money, but Hewants myh e a r t .

Matthew 6:21 (NLT)
Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.
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Every time | give, | remind my heart:
“Money isn’t my God. Possessions aren’t my security.
‘More’ isn’t my master.J e s u s isLord.”

Romans 12:1 (NLT)

And so, dear brothers and sisters, | plead with you to give your bodies
to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and
holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to
worship him.

Remember:

The greatest gift | can put in God’s handsism_e .

Faith fully usewhatGodhas placedin
my hands.

2 Corinthians 8:2 (NLT)
They are being tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they
are also filled with abundant joy, which is overflowed in rich generosity.

Remember:
If | wait until generosityisc o n v.e ni e n t
| will never become generous.

2 Corinthians 8:12 (NLT)
Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly.
And give according to what you have, not what you don’t have.

Remember:
God isn’t asking me to give what | don’t have. He is asking me what
I’'m doing withwhatld o h a v e .

1 Kings 17:12 (NLT)

But she said, “I swear by the LORD your God that | don’t have a single
piece of bread in the house. And | have only a handful of flour left in the
jar and a little cooking oil in the bottom of the jug. | was just gathering a
few sticks to cook this last meal, and then my son and | will die.”

1 Kings 17:14 (NLT)

For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: “There will always be
flour and olive oil left in your containers until the time when the LORD
sends rain and the crops grow again!”

1 Kings 17:15 (NLT)
So she did as Elijah said, and she and Elijah and her family continued to
eat for many days.

Remember:
Faithfulness begins with what God has already placed in my
h a n d s -notwhatlwished He had placed there.



Question:
W h a t has God already placed in my hands?

1 Peter 4:10 (NLT)
God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts.
Use them well to serve one another.

n S e e giving as an opportunity, not an obligation.

2 Corinthians 8:3-4 (NLT)

For | can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far
more. And they did it of their own free will. They begged us again and
again for the privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem.

Remember:
Generosity changes when | stop asking, “What am | losing?”
and start asking, “Whatdo Il gettobeap a r t o f ?”

Philippians 4:17 (NLT)
| don’t say this because | want a gift from you. Rather, | want you to
receive a reward for your kindness.

Acts 20:35 (NLT)

“And | have been a constant example of how you can help those in need
by working hard. You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus:

‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

Remember:
Giving isn’t something God wants from me; it’s something God
wantsf o r m e .

n R e c o gniz e whatJesus gave for me.

2 Corinthians 8:9 (NLT)

You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could
make you rich.

Remember:
Christian generosity doesn’t begin with what | give God; it begins
withwhat G_ o d gave me.

John 3:16 (NLT)
For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.

Romans 8:32 (NLT)
Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all,
won'’t he also give us everything else?



Remember:
The cross turns giving from an obligation into a
response.

Remember:
I can’t repay Jesus for the cross, but | can respond to His
generositywithg e n e r o s i t vy .

1 John 4:19 (NLT)
We love each other because he loved us first.

Philippians 4:19 (NLT)
And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from
his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus.

Remember:
Iwillnevero u t g i v e God who gave Himself for me.

Final Challenge:
“God, what am | holding too tightly for You to use?”

(example: money, family, retirement, occupation, education, eftc.)
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